
I CENTENNIAL COLLEGE EXPANSION SEEKS TO MANIFEST INDIGENOUS 

VALUES AND PRINCIPLES THROUGH DESIGN 

GESTURES TOWARDS 

C 
entennial College believes 

it is raising the bar on 

thoughtful design of 

higher education buildings with 

its recently-opened expansion 

of the old A-Block building that 

is the country's first ever LEED 

Gold, zero carbon, mass timber 

higher education building at 

the school's Progress Campus in 

Scarborough. 

The college's new 

''.A-Building': located off 

Progress Avenue, opened on 

September 21; a more than 

130,000-square-foot, six-storey 

expansion to the existing 

A-Block building that will

accommodate administrative

offices, collaborative meeting

areas and study spaces, food

services, and classroom space

for the school of engineering

technology and applied science.

Design of the building was 

achieved through a Design 

Build competition won by 

EllisDon, DIALOG and Smoke 

Architecture, with the school 

making it known from the 

outset that the building's design 

was to expressly demonstrate 

Centennial's commitment to 

Truth and Reconciliation, and 

to reflect Indigenous values and 
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principles. 

Some of the walls of the 

original 15,000-square-foot 

building, known as ''.A-Block" -

which accommodated mainly 

classrooms-were demolished 

to connect the expansion with 

the existing building. The 

classroom and learning areas of 

the old A-Block also underwent 

significant renovation to better 

tie them into the new building. 

Central to the design of the 

new A-Building that will also 

serve as the main entry point to 

the college is the incorporation 

of a series oflndigenous 

details designed to make the 

building more than just a place 

a learning, but a space that 

manifests Indigenous traditions 

and values in its design, 

construction and sustainability 

performance. 

Drawing on principles of 

the Anishinaabe roundhouse 

and sweat lodges, the new 

A-Building includes an

Indigenous commons.

Indigenous artwork adorns

wood paddle-shaped panels in

the building's "Wisdom Hall" -

an open double-height study

space-while the building's

exterior cladding draws

inspiration from the ribbing of a

wigwam.

All of the elements 

incorporated into the new 

building are the product of 

a collaborative effort from a 

team that included EllisDon 

Construction, Colliers Project 

Leaders, DIALOG, and Smoke 

Architecture. 

"The college issued a book 

of poetry to all of the proponent 

teams, which was very unique 

and it was a book of poems 

from Chief R. Stacey LaForme 

that asked for the designs from 
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Photo of Centennial College·s 

new "A-Building" on its Progress 

campus off of Progress Avenue 

in Scarborough. The college 

celebrated the grand opening 

of the building on September 

21. which is the first LEE□ gold.

zero carbon mass timber higher

education building in Canada.

The six-storey. 130,000-square

foot building·s design was

informed by a book of poetry

by Chief R. Stacey LaForme. A

team consisting of Ellis Don

Construction, DIALOG, Smoke

Architecture won the College's

design build competition to

create the building, which the

College views as a gesture

towards Truth and Reconciliation

with Indigenous peoples. The

exterior cladding of the building

is inspired by the ribbing pattern

of a wigwam.
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